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When it grew dark the ice was lighted with Chinese lanterns, and
the intense glare of blue, green, and crimson lights and magnesium
riband made the whole place as light as day, Then people skated
with torches.

y, 29 December

Skating at Draycot again with Perch, Fewer people on the ice
today, No quadrille band, torches or fireworks, but it was very
pleasant, cosy and sociable. Yesterday when the Lancers was being
sbted Lord Royston was directing the figures. Harriet Awdry
corrected him in one figure and he was quite wrong. But he im-
mediately left the quadrille and sat down sulking on the bank, saying
to one of his friends, 'Those abominable Miss Awdrys have contra-
dicted me about the Lancers'. This was overheard and repeated tp
Harriet by a mutual friend, and the next time she saw him she said
meaningly, 'Lord Royston, sometimes remarks are overheard and
repeated', or something to that effect. However soon after he
wanted to make it up and asked her to skate up the ice hand in hand
with him. 'Certainly not, Lord Royston/ she said. Lady Royston
skates very nicely and seems very nice, A sledge chair was put on
the ice and Lady Royston and Lady Dangan, Margaret, Fanny,
Maria, and Harriet Awdry were drawn about in it by turns, Charles
Awdry pushing behind and Edmund and Arthur and Walter pulling
with ropes. It was a capital team and went at a tremendous pace up
and down the ice. A German ladies' maid from Draycot House
was skating and making ridiculous antics.